
Old Germantown

Farm Kitchen, sausage & Brewery

Old Germantown LLC    W148N12696 Pleasant View Drive

Germantown, WI 53022
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We promote local food and the 
traditions of farm-made  

American heritage products
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Request for a conditional use permit to allow a 
farm kitchen, brewery, and sausage production on 
Tax Parcel 141-996, a 40 acre parcel which is part of 
a 120-acre farm at W148N12696 Pleasant View Dr., 
currently zoned A1.
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Mission: promote local food and the 

historical traditions of farm-made  

American heritage products.

Promote local produce, process farm 

products, including grains, pastas, and 

preserves. make small batches of 

traditional sausages, sodas, lagers and 

ales. Serve farm to table cafe menu, 

using wood fire grill, smokehouse and 

wood fire brick oven.



Agricultural tourism, craft breweries, wine makers 
and specialty cheese makers are rapidly growing 
in both urban and rural areas. 

Family-oriented, these destinations promote local 
traditions, history and educational experiences. 

4



The Sommer family story

• 1989: Scott & Georgene Sommer purchase the 120-acre 
farmstead cleared in 1858. Over the decades the farm has served 
the growing Milwaukee market in produce, dairy, grains, and 
meat.

• Children Erica and Will are born on the farm

• Small scale production for West Allis Farmer’s Market
• 60-acres of cropland farmed by Mark Hilgendorf

• Family cultivated hobbies of gardening, raising chickens, geese 
and hogs, sausage-making, food preserving, and beer making. 
Supported community organizations such as the Germantown 
Fire Dept. and Germantown Kickers.
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2017: Purchased European Homemade Sausage Shop, from Frank 
Jakubcza, Milwaukee’s respected south side sausage maker of 
specialty European sausages including Polish Kielbasa, Kiszka, 
Slovenian and Krakowska. We plan to continue to serve the demand 
of his loyal customers.
More about Frank:
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• History Channel Meat America

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aHU0Jg6lcUY

• Wisconsin Foodie

https://vimeo.com/35598156

• Radio Milwaukee

http://www.eurosausage.com/Pages/Media.aspx

• Edible Milwaukee

http://digitaleditions.sheridan.com/publication/index.php?i=158510&m=&l=&p=15&pre=&ver=html5#{"
page":14,"issue_id":158510}

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aHU0Jg6lcUY
https://vimeo.com/35598156
http://www.eurosausage.com/Pages/Media.aspx
http://digitaleditions.sheridan.com/publication/index.php?i=158510&m=&l=&p=15&pre=&ver=html5#{"page":14,"issue_id":158510}


Old Germantown Farmstead will be a 
community partner 

•Germantown Recreation Dept.: Offer classes in cooking, 
food preservation, sausage making, beer-making and 
other farm-crafts.
•Agricultural programs for local schools and clubs.
•Organizations such as the Sons of Norway for their annual 

Spring festival.
• Supporting local growers by providing a point of 

distribution outside the weekly farmer’s market.
•Outdoor fairs for local artisans and producers.
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Construction Plans:
• New 6,000 sq. ft. building to be built over 1,000 ft. from road. Visibility 

partially obscured by existing barn and ruins of a fallen barn.

• Existing 3,200 sq. ft. shed remodeled and modernized for cold storage, 
produce and grain processing.

• Existing driveway to be widened for two-way traffic. New access drive to be 
added near existing barn.

• Gravel parking lot added to the north of existing barn and new building.

• Produce and farm production accessible for public interaction.

• Three-phase electric power installed.

• Septic: Request for variance. Install 4-6,000 gallon holding tank due to 
processing meat and yeast products. 

• Signage at entrance to comply with village guidelines.
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Old Germantown Farmstead will operate in 
ways that are compatible with the community

No changes to the main vista of the farm.

No activities that create an environmental 
pollution risk.

No business activities that require late 
night or early morning commercial traffic.

Traffic increases to be seasonal and 
comparable to other area retail farm sales 
operations. 
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West View: Main Entrance
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SE View
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Proposed hours of operation:
May 15 – Oct. 31: Nov. 1 – May 14:

Monday: Closed Monday-Wednesday: Closed

Tuesday - Wednesday: 3 –7 pm         

Thursday - Friday: 10 am-8:30 pm            Thursday - Friday: 4 pm-8:30 pm  

Saturday: 8 am - 8:30 pm Saturday: 8 am - 8:30 pm

Sunday: 12 - 6 pm. Sunday: 12 - 6 pm

Open New Years Eve until 8:30 pm.

Closed: Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Years Day, 
Easter.

*Community or club meetings and/or classes may meet on Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, but will be closed to the public. 
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Germantown and Washington 
County have a plan for growth 

and the goal of preserving 
agricultural land.

The Farmland Preservation Plan 
includes the Working Lands 

Initiative

How we comply to 
Germantown and Washington 

County planning

17



Overview of the Washington County                    
Working Lands Initiative

“The preservation of Wisconsin’s working lands is critical for 
the health and success of the State and its residents. These 

lands provide homes for people, flora, and fauna, and produce 
food, fiber, and sources of biomass for fuels and energy. 

Preservation of this resource base is vital for the future of 
agriculture, the health of our environment, and to sustain a 

healthy economy in Wisconsin.”
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Village of Germantown’s “Smart Growth Plan”

The following guiding principles, goals, and 
objectives are found in the Village of Germantown 
2020 Smart Growth Plan which was adopted by the 
Village Board on October 4, 2004 (most recently 
amended on October 19, 2009) and summarize how 
the Village of Germantown addresses the future of 
agriculture in its community.
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Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural 
Resources Element: Goals & Objectives

Goal: Promote the preservation of existing natural features of the Village which add 
to the community identity, historic ways of life, economic base, and unique 
character of Germantown.

Goal: Provide Village residents with access to natural areas and open spaces.

Goal: Promote the preservation of agricultural land use in those areas where the 
most favorable environmental features will prolong the use of the land for 
agriculture.
Objective: Encourage the use of any organization that promotes the preservation 
of natural features.

Objective: Preserve and promote the registration of historic structures and 
farmsteads, which contribute to the cultural heritage of the Germantown area.

Objective: Identify and preserve important scenic vistas that contribute to the 
authenticity of the Village’s historic farmsteads and settlements.

Objective: Explore and promote the use of any techniques which facilitate the 
preservation of agricultural land uses and unprotected natural features from 
development pressure by creating a viable economic option for land owners.
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Goal: Promote the preservation of existing natural 
features of the Village which add to the community 
identity, historic ways of life, economic base, and 
unique character of Germantown.

Old Germantown Farmstead will….

…be preserved for future generations

…continue to be a living example of an original 
Germantown farmstead.

…provide economic benefits through 
agricultural/historical tourism and value-added 
processing of local products. 21



Goal: Provide Village residents with access to 
natural areas and open spaces.

Old Germantown Farmstead will….

…provide access to the working farmland and 
the natural spaces provided along the 
Menomonee River and the surrounding 40 acres 
of woodland.
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Goal: Promote the preservation of agricultural land 
use in those areas where the most favorable 
environmental features will prolong the use of the 
land for agriculture.

Old Germantown Farmstead will….

…preserve the tilled acreage and increase farm 
assets in order to grow and process locally-
produced products.

Objective: Encourage the use of any organization 
that promotes the preservation of natural features.
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Objective: Identify and preserve important scenic 
vistas that contribute to the authenticity of the 
Village’s historic farmsteads and settlements.

Old Germantown Farmstead will….

…preserve the original 1858 farmstead, open 
landscape, and surrounding natural habitat.
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Objective: Encourage the use of any 
organization that promotes the preservation of 
natural features.

Old Germantown Farmstead will….

…preserve the open farmland, surrounding 
woodland, and maintain farm assets in order to 
grow produce, grains and produce other 
products from local, state and Midwest growers.
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Objective: Preserve and promote the 
registration of historic structures and 
farmsteads, which contribute to the cultural 
heritage of the Germantown area.

Old Germantown Farmstead will….

…preserve the original 1858 farmstead and 
return to the original purpose of the community 
farm. Maintain a living connection to the cultural 
and historical heritage of Germantown.
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Objective: Explore and promote the use of any 
techniques which facilitate the preservation of 
agricultural land uses and unprotected natural 
features from development pressure by creating a 
viable economic option for land owners.

Old Germantown Farmstead will….

…follow other community models that support 
small farming practices. Produce quality locally 
produced products and open their property to 
the public.
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Agricultural tourism nearby

LaClare Farms   County Road HH, Malone, WI 53049 

Sunday 9 am - 7 pm
Monday - Saturday 10 am - 7 pm

“LaClare Farms provides a warm, relaxing atmosphere to 
enjoy a nice glass of wine, a delicious meal or to watch the 
goats during milking. When the weather permits you can 
enjoy the picturesque view from a table on our outdoor 

patio surrounded by beautiful landscaping.”
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Agricultural tourism: Farms and pizza

• Stoney Acres,  Athens   
http://stoneyacresfarm.net/pizza-on-the-farm/

• A to Z Produce and Bakery, Stockholm  
http://atozproduceandbakery.com/

• Suncrest Gardens Farm, Cochrane   
http://suncrestgardensfarm.com/

• Lovetree Farmstead Cheese, Grantsburg 
http://www.lovetreefarmstead.com/

• The Stone Barn, Nelson   
http://www.thenelsonstonebarn.com/

Wisconsin has over five pizza farms, selling their farm-raised products, wine, 
cider, cheeses, and prepared foods such as pizza.
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http://stoneyacresfarm.net/pizza-on-the-farm/
http://atozproduceandbakery.com/
http://suncrestgardensfarm.com/
http://www.lovetreefarmstead.com/
http://www.thenelsonstonebarn.com/


Examples of similar operations

Brewery Terra Firma is a production 
brewery, tap room, and MAEAP-
certified farm located on 10 acres in 
residential area of Traverse City, 
Michigan.

2959 Hartman Rd, Traverse City, MI 
49685

breweryterrafirma.com

Hours: 

• Mondays-Saturdays: 10 am to 10 pm

• Sundays: 2-9 pm. 
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http://www.breweryterrafirma.com/


Examples of similar operations

Weeping Radish Brewery, Butchery & Pub 
is a production brewery, restaurant, and 
sausage maker located on 14 acres on the 
way to Kitty Hawk in North Carolina.

6810 Caratoke Hwy., Grandy, NC 
http://www.weepingradish.com/

Hours: 

• Mondays-Wednesday: 11 am – 4 pm

• Thursdays-Saturday: 11 am – 8 pm

• Sundays: 12 - 5 pm. 

31

http://www.weepingradish.com/


Examples of similar operations

Arrowood Farm, Accord, NY

Production brewery and taproom.

http://www.arrowoodfarms.com/

Friday: 5-9 pm

Saturday:  1-9 pm

Sunday: 1-8 pm
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http://hopshire.com/


Examples of similar operations
Hop Lot Brewery is a production brewery, tap 
room, and restaurant in Suttons Bay, MI, north of 
Traverse City.

2959 Hartman Rd, Traverse City, MI 
http://hoplotbrewing.com/

Hours: 

• Mon.-Wed. 12-9 pm

• Thurs.-Sat.: 12-10 pm

• Sundays: 12-8:30 pm
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http://hoplotbrewing.com/#contactreweryterrafirma.com


Examples of similar operations

Hopshire Farm and Brewery,
Freeville, NY

Production brewery and 
taproom.

http://hopshire.com/

Wed.-Thurs. 4-8 pm

Fri.-Sat. 12-8 pm

Sunday: 12-6 pm
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http://hopshire.com/


Examples of similar operations
Smuttynose Brewery, 
Hampton, NH

A much larger production 
brewery, farmstyle
restaurant, and tap house 
situated on a Victorian 
farm.

https://smuttynose.com/
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https://smuttynose.com/

